
new chanter reed physical exam checklist
All potentially good reeds will show that potential in their physical characteristics before they 
are even blown. Perform a careful visual inspection on your reeds of choice and work down a 
checklist of physical points, just like your doctor would when you arrive for your annual physical. 
It may seem like a lot to consider, but any reed maker worth their salt will be striving for all of 
these in every reed they produce. Select only the chanter reeds that meet all of the physical 
characteristics in the checklist below. You can also download the checklist here and keep it 
handy in your pipe box.
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yOur new chanter reed shOuld be (have):

clean and free Of dirt.

nO damage, splits, warps, Or chipped cOrners

sharp and pOinted, nOt rOunded, blade cOrners

symmetrical Overall shape with straight edges and 
prOfile

smOOth surfaces with nO dings Or chips

clOsed/sealed side edges with nO sign Of space between 
blades

sOlid cOnstructiOn with tight wrapping On the staple

gOOd symmetrical curvature On the aperture Or Opening 
Of the blades

equal thickness at the tOp Of each blade

gOOd alignment Of blades at the tOp and side edges 
where the blades meet, with nO Overhang Or unevenness


